
 NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTION  
NOPA CA-190-2006-01 

EA-CA-190-2006-23 
  

 
State - California 
 
County - San Benito 
 
Area -  Attn:  Field Manager 
  Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
  Hollister Field Office (HFO) 
  20 Hamilton Court 
  Hollister, CA   95023 
  (831) 630-5000 
 
Public Lands 
 
1. Type of Action:  The proposed action is to maintain and realign portions of the 
WSA Divide Road located in the Panoche Hills for the purpose of fire management. The 
road primarily provides access for fire suppression vehicles between the Panoche Hills 
Access Road (T. 15 S., R. 11 E., Section 4: NE ¼ NW ¼) and farmlands on the San 
Joaquin Valley floor (T. 14 S., R. 11 E., Section 1: NW ¼ NW ¼). 
. 
The purposes of the proposed action are to: 

 
1. Maintain a defensible fuelbreak to reduce potential impacts of wildland fire on BLM 

 public lands Panoche Hills North and South Wilderness Study Areas.  
 

2. Reduce potential impacts of emergency fire suppression activities to the Panoche Hills 
 North and Panoche Hills South Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) and special status 
 species habitat covered by the San Joaquin Valley Recovery Plan. 

 
3. Re-align portions of the existing roadway to provide proper drainage, ensure tread 
 stability, reduce soil loss and erosion, and protect human health and safety. 

 
The road is used as the primary access route into the interior of the Panoche Hills for wildfire 
suppression activities from both the east and west sides.  The road is also used as the primary 
control line for wildland fire in an area where severe heavy equipment use restrictions occur 
due to the adjacency of the WSA’s.  In places, the route is minimally visible because the 
vegetation, grasses and/or shrubs, are so abundant.  Fire potential is high due to high forage 
amounts and minimal grazing.  The existing route lies directly on the ridge line and in some 
parts the road is dangerously steep, in excess of 40% grade, preventing fire apparatus and 
equipment from accessing the area when a fire occurs. Some of these steep sections of road 
are rutted, slipping, and do not have drainage structures to prevent erosion of the road bed.  
Some sections of route are susceptible to Tumey Tunnels (a geologic phenomenon which 
allows water to erode subsurface soils creating holes, typically 2-4’ in width and 2-4’ in depth 



and sometimes more than 8’ in width and 10’ in depth, which may not be visible on the 
surface).  
 
2. Proposed Action:  The proposed action contains four actions; grading, re-
alignment, rehabilitation, and mowing.  The grading is to perform maintenance of the 
existing road as required on an as needed basis to provide proper drainage and ensure 
tread stability.  The grading would be 10-12ft in width.  It would be anticipated that the 
10-12’ width of graded areas would re-vegetate and allowed to be maintained as a two 
track.  The existing route would only be graded in areas which require maintenance, 
which is anticipated to be less than 50% of the route under the required corrective 
actions.  It is anticipated that recurring maintenance in following years would be on an 
as needed basis. 

 
Certain parts of the route would require minor realignment to move the route off the ridgeline in 
areas where the ridge is too steep (excess of 25% slope). The re-aligned portions of the route 
would contour the sides of the hills inside the Panoche Hills North WSA boundary and tie back 
into the existing road at a grade of 15% or less and cross-sloped to shed water.  Rolling dips 
would be installed as needed. 
 
The total length of the proposed realignment inside the Panoche Hills North WSA boundary is 
approximately 0.58 miles (see attached map).  The surface disturbance area of the re-routes is 
approximately 1.76 acres.  The re-aligned portions of the route would be constructed using a 
bulldozer to the width of 12-14’ with anticipation that the final stabilized tread would be 10-12’ 
and would re-vegetate to be managed as a two track. 

 
Those sections of the existing route which are re-aligned would be closed with the installation 
of wooden barriers and closed area signs.  They would be rehabilitated by ripping and 
dewatered with water bars.  The rehabilitated areas would be covered with rice straw.   
 
Under the proposed action, the entire WSA Divide Road would be mowed on a semi-annual 
basis to a maximum width of 25 feet.  Perennial shrub vegetation within 12 feet of the 
centerline of the route would be mowed or pruned to a minimum height of 6 inches. 
 
3. Chronology of Events: 
 
 01/31/2006   EA CA-190-2006-01 NEPA initiated. 
 
 04/20/2006   NOPA mailed to interested parties 
 
 04/21/2006   NOPA posted on Hollister webpage 
 
 05/20/2006   Comments on this proposed action closed. 
 
4. Map: 
 
The attached map, Exhibit A, depicts the WSA divide road along with where the 
reroutes would occur and areas where improvements would occur. 
 



Other:5

If you would like a copy of the environmental assessment when completed please
contact the Hollister Field Office. There will be a thirty day comment period ending on
May 20,2006. As always, your comments and questions are welcome concerning this
and any other BLM actions. For further information regarding this action or if you have
any comments, please notify Lesly Smith (BLM's Outdoor Recreation Planner) at
Lesly Smith@ca.blm.Qov, or Sky Murphy (BLM's Environmental Planner) at §lsy
Murphv@ca.blmQov. Comments must be received by May 20, 2006. Comments via

email will be accepted.

Please help us manage your public lands. If you observe any inappropriate use or
activities on public lands, please contact your local BLM office and speak with the

Ranger Staff.
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